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At  an  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Contributors  to  The  Pennsyl- 
vania Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  held  over 
the  Athenaeum,  March  6th,  1837, 

Col.  Win.  Drayton  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and 
Dr.  T.  S.  Kirkhride  appointed  Secretary. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  detailing  its  opera- 
tions during  the  past  year,  and  exhibiting  the  present  state  ot 
the  Institution,  was  read  by  J.  Francis  Fisher,  Esq.  which 
was  unanimously  adopted,  and  the  usual  number  of  copies  or- 
dered to  be  printed.  On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  Penington,  it  was 
resolved,  That  the  list  of  pupils  and  the  accounts  of  the  Trea- 
surer, be  appended  to  the  Report. 

The  meeting  having  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Officers,  to 
serve  the  ensuing  year,  Messrs.  Fisher  and  Penington,  ap- 
pointed Tellers,  reported  the  following  gentlemen  unanimously 
elected. 
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Patron. 

Joseph  Ritner.  Governor  of  this  State. 

Officers  for  1837. 

President. 

John  Vaughan. 

V ice-Presidents. 

Wm.  Y.  Birch,  Nathan  Dunn, 

Edward  Coleman,  John  A.  Brown. 

Treasurer. 

Frederick  Fraley. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

J.  Francis  Fisher. 

Recording  Secretary. 

J.  Snider,  Jun’r. 

Consulting  Physician. 

Philip  S.  Physick,  M.  I). 

Visiting  Physicians. 

Caspar  Morris,  M.  D.  Thos.  S.  Kirkbride,  M.  D. 


(In  place  of  J.  Rliea  Barton,  M.D.  absent  in  Europe.) 


Benj.  W.  Richards, 
C.  D.  Meigs,  M.  D. 
John  U.  Fraley, 
Richard  Price, 
Abraham  Miller, 
George  Handy, 

Adjourned. 


Managers. 

Alex’r.  Symington, 


Isaac  S.  Loyd, 
George  Pepper, 


Edward  Penington, 


Wm.  Drayton, 
John  K.  Kane. 


Wm.  Drayton,  Pits' l . 


Thomas  S.  Kirkbride,  Scc’y. 


FOURTH 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


In  obedience  to  the  requisitions  of  the  Charter,  the  Board 
of  Managers  submit  to  the  Contributors,  their  Fourth  An- 
nual Report. 

They  are  happy  in  giving  assurance  of  the  continued  suc- 
cess of  this  charitable  enterprise.  The  pupils  continue  to  make 
the  most  satisfactory  progress  in  the  Literary  branches,  in 
Music  and  in  the  Handicrafts.  Their  health  and  morals  have 
been  carefully  attended  to;  their  happiness  advances  with 
their  mental  cultivation  and  useful  employment;  and  we  shall, 
without  doubt,  be  able  to  restore  to  their  parents  and  society, 
these  formerly  helpless  children  with  the  means  of  self-support 
and  intellectual  enjoyment  throughout  their  lives. 

The  Branches  of  Instruction  continue  the  same  as  those 
mentioned  in  the  last  x'eport.  They  embrace  all  parts  of  a 
useful  English  Education.  The  German  language  which  is 
spoken  in  the  School — and  Music,  both  vocal  and  on  all  instru- 
ments. To  the  numerous  manufactures  before  enumerated, 
that  of  bristle  brushes  of  various  kinds  has  been  added. 

Our  worthy  Principal,  Julius  R.  Friedlander,  having 
much  impaired  his  health  by  unremitted  exertions  in  the  in- 
struction of  his  Pupils,  has  been  this  winter  obliged  to  visit  a 
warmer  climate,  (the  West  Indies)  from  which  we  hope  he 
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will  return  in  the  spring,  with  renewed  strength,  to  the  scene 
of  his  former  usefulness.  His  place  has  been  for  the  time 
supplied  by  Mr.  Stout,  the  Assistant  Instructor,  and  Mr. 
Penniman,  a Teacher  from  the  Boston  Institution,  under  the 
immediate  supervision  of  the  Board. 

In  October  last  we  removed  to  our  New  Building,  in  Race 
Street.  We  find  it  in  all  respects  commodious  and  comfortable. 
It  is  well  built,  and  of  the  best  materials,  and  w ill  accommo- 
date from  eighty  to  one  hundred  pupils.  Our  estimates  of  its 
cost  were  unavoidably  exceeded.  We  have  expended,  in  the 
building,  $27,390  33  cts.  and  our  lot  cost  $17,500.  These 
sums  were  more  than  the  whole  amount  in  our  Treasury,  and 
we  have  been  obliged  to  resort  to  a loan  of  $10,000  to  meet 
the  deficiency;  and  there  arc  outstanding  debts  against  the 
building  for  about  $8,000  more. 

We  trust  to  the  public  liberality,  that  this  debt  will  not  be 
long  permitted  to  exist. 

Independently  of  our  Building,  the  sums  spent  during 
the  last  year,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  Treasurer’s  accounts, 
were  $6,3GG  75.  The  amount  received  from  all  sources, 
$28,097  01,  of  which  $3,652  85  was  from  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  the  Instruction  of  Twenty  Pupils.  The  amount  in 
our  Treasury  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  $436  07.  The 
total  of  our  present  debts  may  be  estimated  at  Twenty  Thou- 
sand Dollars.  Since  the  first  of  January,  1836,  fourteen  Pu- 
pils have  been  admitted  and  none  discharged.  The  whole 
number,  at  present,  is  Thirty-three,  of  whom  26  are  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  entitled  to  the  support  of  the  State — 3 from 
Delaware,  and  2 from  New  Jersey,  and  supported  by  these 
States.  One  Pay  Pupil  from  Virginia  and  one  from  Maryland. 

In  January  last,  a Committee  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Coleman,  Richards,  and  J U.  Fraley, 
visited  Harrisburg  with  nine  of  the  pupils,  and  had  several  op- 


portunities  of  exhibiting  their  skill  in  the  various  branches 
taught  in  the  Institution,  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  and 
Members  of  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature. — The  satisfaction 
and  interest  expressed  on  these  occasions  has  been  highly  gra- 
tifying, and  were  evinced  still  more  decidedly  by  a Bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  Institution,  which  was  introduced  and  carried 
through  the  Lower  House,  and  which  we  have  every  reason  to 
hope  will  be  agreed  to  by  the  Senate.  At  Lancaster,  also,  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  which  City  the  Institution  owes  a great  obliga- 
tion, two  Exhibitions  were  made  by  the  pupils,  and  called  forth 
fresh  evidence  of  the  Interest  and  Liberality  which  has  ever 
been  shown  there  in  the  cause  of  the  Blind. 

Letters  have  been  received  from  our  worthy  Principal,  Mr. 
Friedlander,  which  give  us  the  satisfactory  intelligence  that 
his  health  has  been  much  benefited  by  his  visit  to  the  West 
Indies,  and  confirm  our  hope  that  he  will,  in  a short  time,  re- 
turn to  us  with  the  ability  to  continue  his  important  and  be- 
nevolent occupations.  Deprived  of  his  vigilant  and  affectionate 
care,  we  trust  that  neither  the  discipline  of  the  Institution — 
the  progress  of  improvement — nor  the  harmony  or  happiness  of 
the  pupils  will  be  found,  on  his  return,  to  have  been  impaired 
by  his  absence.  No  printing  has  been  executed  in  the  Insti- 
tution during  the  past  year,  as  the  funds  have  been  diverted 
to  other  objects — but  a supply  of  books,  printed  in  the  Boston 
Institution,  has  been  forwarded  by  Dr.  Howe,  to  whom  the 
Board  of  Managers  would  return  their  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments. 

Until  we  shall  be  able  to  collect  a much  larger  number  of 
Pupils,  our  expenses  will,  it  is  probable,  still  exceed  our  in- 
come, even  after  the  heavy  debts  we  have  already  incurred 
shall  be  paid.  It  is  therefore  very  important  to  add  to  our 
list  of  annual  contributors,  and  we  earnestly  solicit  the  sub- 
scriptions of  the  benevolent  in  this  form,  while  at  the  same 
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time  we  renew  our  appeal  for  present  relief  from  the  incum- 
brance we  labour  under  as  stated  above.  We  turn  with  con- 
fidence to  the  result  of  the  efforts  now  making  by  the  Ladies 
of  our  city  in  their  preparations  for  a Fancy  Fair;  and  should 
their  receipts  bear  a comparison  with  the  sums  collected  in  a 
sister  city  for  the  Blind  School  there  established,  they  will  go 
far  towards  removing  our  present  difficulties. 

We  would  again  remind  the  possessors  of  Musical  Instru- 
ments, not  in  use  by  them,  that  a donation  of  them  would  be 
very  acceptable  to  us,  as  our  means  do  not  at  present  permit 
us  sufficiently  to  supply  our  pupils  with  them. 

An  Organ  has  been  purchased,  but  is  not  yet  paid  for.  Its 
cost  will  be  $650,  of  which  about  one-fourth  has  been  contri- 
buted. Those  disposed  to  subscribe  towards  this  object,  may 
intimate  their  intention  to  any  of  the  Managers. 

The  Lot  in  the  rear  of  our  Building,  conditionally  granted 
for  our  use  by  our  esteemed  fellow  citizen  Isaac  S.  Loyd,  we 
still  have  the  use  of,  and  have  all  our  out  buildings  erected  on 
the  same. 

The  Board,  in  concluding  their  Annual  Report,  would  notice 
that,  during  the  past  year  Providence  has  removed  from  among 
us  two  most  worthy  men,  Managers  of  the  Board  from  the 
foundation  of  the  Institution — The  Right  Rev’d.  Bishop  White, 
and  Robert  Maxwell,  Esq. — the  former,  President  of  our 
Board — the  latter,  a most  active  and  zealous  co-operator  in  all 
relating  to  the  welfare  of  the  Institution. 

The  Treasurer’s  accounts  are  submitted  herewith. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

JOHN  VAUGHAN,  President. 


Davis  B.  Stacey,  Rec.  Sec’y. 


7 fr  other  States.  26  from  Pennsylvania. 


LIST  OF  PUPILS  I\  THE 

PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION 

FOR  THE 

1JVSTJXUCTIOJV  OF  THE  BEIJVH, 

March  6,  1837. 

Names. 

^Abraham  Marsh, 

Theodore  Myers, 

William  Graham, 

William  Hatz, 

Richard  Guyn, 

Eli  Wieland, 

Philip  Fetterow, 

Joseph  Ramsey, 

John  Dice, 

Sarah  Marsh, 

Mary  Ann  Mallet, 

Mary  E.  Nunewiler, 

Hannah  Gilham, 

Hannah  Norborough, 
j Maria  Lightfoot, 

Eliza  Solomon, 

Mary  V.  Roberts, 

Rachel  Laird, 

Jonathan  Dyer, 

Nicholas  Thompson, 

James  Stinson, 

Samuel  Pyle, 

Lydia  Marsh, 

Margaret  Erwin, 

Elizabeth  Adolph, 

John  Burrhus, 

fBeniah  Parvin, 

Jewett  H.  Gray, 

M.  E.  Wiley, 

Eliza  A.  Howell, 

Wm.  H.  Churchman, 

James  Buchanan, 

Matilda  Hankins, 

B 


Place. 

Admitted. 

Philadelphia, 

Mar.  25, 1833. 

do. 

66  66  66 

Moyamensing, 

April  29,  “ 

Lancaster, 

June  3,  “ 

Bucks  countv, 

April  12, 1834. 

Lancaster, 

June  24,  “ 

York  county, 

Sept.  12,  “ 

Philadelphia  co. 

Nov.  15,  “ 

York  county, 

Feb.  25, 1836. 

Philadelphia, 

Mar.  25, 1833. 

do. 

April  29,  “ 

do. 

May  12,  1834. 

Franklin  county, 

“ 16,  “ 

Chester  county, 

Sept.  6,  “ 

do. 

Nov.  7,  “ 

ducks  county, 
Roxbury,  Phil.  co. 
Centre  county, 
Bucks  county, 
Montgomery  co. 
Bedford  county, 
Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia, 

Came  to  the  In.  Jan'y.  10, 
1837. 

Philadelphia  co. 

Came  to  the  In.  Jan'y.  20, 
1837. 

Philadelphia,  N.  L. 

Came  to  the  In.  March  7, 
1837. 

Philad.  Southwark, 


Newcastle,  Del. 

Virginia, 

Baltimore, 

New  Jersey, 
Delaware, 
do. 

New  Jersey, 


May  12,  “ 
Nov.  28,  “ 
May  10,  1836. 
April  23,  “ 
Sept.  6,  “ 

Nov.  1,  “ 

“ 18,  “ 

Jan.  16, 1837 

“ 20,  “ 

Feb.  1,  “ 

July  16,1833. 
Mar.  24, 183^. 
Sept.  18, 1835. 
May  10,  1836 
Sept.  2,  1836 
Nov.  32,  “ 

“ 23,  “ 
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The  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the 
Blind,  in  account  with  Frederick  Fraley,  Treasurer, 

1837. 

DR. 

Feb.  28.  To  Cash  paid  from  March  1,  1836,  to  this 

day,  for  the  completion  of  the  Building,  $15,023  25 
To  Cash  paid  from  March  1,  1836,  to  this 
day,  for  House  Rent,  Board  of  Teachers 
and  Pupils,  Salaries  of  Teachers,  Fuel, 

Printing  and  Incidental  Expenses,  - - 6,366  75 

To  Cash  paid  Notes  to  Bank  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, for  amount  borrowed  temporarily,  6,000  00 

$27,390  00 

To  Balance  due  the  Institution,  - 707  01 

$28,097  01 


CONTRA,  OR. 

1836. 

March  1.  By  Balance  in  the  Treasury,  - - $436  07 

1837. 

Feb.  28.  By  Cash  received  for  Donations  to  the 
Building  Fund,  and  Interest  on  a portion 
of  the  said  fund,  lent  temporarily,  - 2,293  52 

By  Cash  for  temporary  Loans  repaid,  4,600  00 

By  Cash  for  Annual  Contributions,  - 567  69 

By  Cash  for  Interest  on  $5,937  40,  in- 
vested in  Penn’a.  State  Loans,  at  5 pr.  ct.  296  88 
By  Cash  borrowed  temporarily  of  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania,  -----  6,000  00 

By  Cash  from  Jewett  II.  Gray,  a pay  Pu- 
pil, -------  160  00 

By  Cash  borrowed  from  John  Bohlen,  Esq. 

Trustee,  on  Bond  and  Mortgage,  at  6 per 
cent  per  annum,  - 10,000  00 

By  Cash  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
for  Board  and  Tuition  of  Indigent  Pupils,  3,652  85 
By  Cash  for  the  difference  between  the 
collections  and  expenses  of  the  Commit- 
tee sent  to  Harrisburgh,  &c.  - - 90  00 


$28,097  01 


Errors  excepted. 
Philad'a.  Feb.  28,  1837. 


F.  FRALEY,  Treasurer. 
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Building  Fund. 


Whole  amount  received  for  Subscriptions, 

Donations  and  Interest,  - - $38,618  99 

Whole  amount  paid  for  Lot  of  Ground  and 
on  account  of  the  Building,  - - $44,896  33 


Investments. 


Two  Certificates  of  Pennsylvania  Five  Per 
Cent  Loan, $5,937  48 


Debts  Due  by  the  Institution. 

Bond  secured  by  Mortgage  on  the  Lot  and 

Building, $10,000  00 

Estimated  Amount  required  to  complete 
the  Building,  and  to  pay  Balances  due  to 
the  Contractors,  - $10,000  00 


$20,000  00 


Philad'a.  Feb.  28,  1837. 


F.  FRALEY,  Treasurer. 


Examined,  and  found  correct. 


JOHN  A.  BROWN,)  Committee 

> of 


B.  W.  RICHARDS,  S Finance. 


